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The Capital Area Christian

The Capital Area Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Regional Office

ML King Celebration to be January 19
Love Offering for Pat Comedy to be part of

Day of Training

Watch for details for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration for the
Capital Area. It will be held on Saturday, January 19 at the Henson Valley
Christian Church. The day will be a chance for congregations to send teams
to learn what it means to engage in servant ministry. The event will be held
from 10:30 am to 4:00 pm. We will share what congregations are doing, how
you can organize for servant ministry and offer a chance to lift those plans up
to God in closing worship. For more information and to register go to website

http://www.djan.net/king08.html. Registrations are greatly appreciated but
not necessary.

We will also take a love offering for Pat Comedy who spent over two
decades leading the Regional work at the Bradley Christian Mission Center.
This was a servant ministry endeavoring to feed the hungry in downtown
Washington, DC. It was housed at Twelfth Street Christian Church. Pat di-
rected the Bradley Mission, but has had to step down for health reasons.
Checks can also be sent directly to the Regional Office.

Up close and personal
Lari Grubbs on Sabbatical First Quarter
Marshall Dunn Serving as

Acting Regional Minister

During the first quarter of 2008 while Lari is on Sabbatical, the Regional
Board has chosen The Rev. Marshall Dunn to serve as our Acting Regional
Minister.

Having served for many years as a pastor in the CCCA, Marshall is
well known, trusted, and is well qualified to step fully into the broad responsi-
bilities of this important position.

Marshall will work half time and will keep office hours on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. He will focus on maintaining progress on the all important
“Search and Call” process. Marshall will serve as the pastor to the clergy of
the CCCA, and will strive to assist the congregations well during his three
month, part time call, as Acting Regional Minister.

The Regional Board at its meeting in November 2007, granted our Re-
gional Minister a well deserved three month sabbatical beginning on the first
of January., 2008. The study portion of Lari's’ Sabbatical will include visits to
several other regions of the Christian Church. His goal will be to discern ef-
fective models being used to structure those regions and to energize the staff
and volunteers for their mission and ministry. The insights gained from these
visits Lari will use upon his return in giving us leadership as a “region in tran-



A CAPITALCOMMENT

Marshall Dunn was the senior minister at University Christian Church for
31 years prior to his retirement in October, 2005. He was called out of re-

B tirement by our General Minister and President, Dr. Sharon Watkins, serv-
ing for four months as the Temporary Associate General Minister and Vice
President in Indianapolis. At the last Regional Board meeting Marshall was
called to be our Acting Regional Minister during Lari Grubb’s sabbatical
from January through March, and two weeks on either end in December
and April overlapping Lari. The following is his first column.

Acting Regional Minister? Has a strange ring to it, for you and even more for ME! | remember
being asked years ago if | would consider being a regional minister someday and my immediate
answer was “NEVER!” God continues to have a sense of humor! But when the Board (and Lari)
asked me to serve the region in this way | found myself saying yes, believing that their call might
well be God’s call as well.

I will need lots of prayer, support and even forgiveness during the time Lari is away. There is SO
much Lari knows that | cannot know and I’m determined to only call him in dire emergencies. So
please understand if I am somewhat confused or even clueless at times!

Adding to the challenge is the fact that my call is for a half time ministry, defined even as “20
hours a week!” I don’t know any 40 hour a week ministers and I’m sure | will average many more
than the 20, but it DOES mean that I will only regularly be in the regional office on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, working lots from home and in the various meetings, congregations, etc., this ministry
requires.

Please know that | am reachable ANY day for anything that is important and/or time critical. The
office staff will be in touch with me at least twice a day with messages—or they can reach me on
my cell phone and ask me to call you. All the ministers and churches will have that cell phone
number soon, so I’m certainly not hiding. I want to do my very best for the regional church I love.
It has done so much for me through the years and it’s my privilege now to give something back.

Finally, I want to ask you to remember Lari Grubbs in your prayers during this very important sab-
batical time. He is away writing, reading, praying, visiting other regions to see how they do their
ministry—and hopefully recharging his spiritual, emotional and physical batteries. He is wonder-
ful pastor, leader and friend and we want him to have a life giving experience these three months
without worrying about us (too much).

Yours in Christ, Marshall

Volume V, Issue 5



2008 Regional
Assembly Plans
Unfolding

Plans for our biennial
Regional Assembly are coming
together under the direction of
our Vice Moderator, Kathy
Prytherch. The 2008 Regional
Assembly will be held in Fre-
derick, MD at the Holiday
Inn Convention Center on
October 17-18, 2008. The
featured speakers will be Rev.
William Lee, past Moderator

PARK AVENUE CHRISTIAN
CHURCH INSTALLS DR. JACKSON

(Excerpts The Oldtimers Grapevine, Vol. 16, Issue 4 from an
article on page 6 by Oscar Haynes.)

A standing room crowd filled the pews of Park Avenue
Christian Church...October 21, 2007, to witness the instal-
lation of Rev. Dr. Alvin O’Neal Jackson as new senior pas-
tor of this 197 year-old-congregation.

The procession led by the African djembe drum of the
Mandinka people of West Africa, dating back to the great
Mali Empire of the 12th century.

Guest preacher for the installation and covenant service
was Rev. Dr. James A. Forbes, former senior minister of the
Riverside Church of New York City. His dynamic sermon
drew frequent applause from the congregants.

Dr. Jackson, spoke saying, “l see a church in 2010 that
is dynamic...with at least 500 participating members.”

Among the many participants in the service were Rev.

of the

eral

News
from
the

corners
of

the
region

Christian
(Disciples of Christ) in the US
and Canada and
Richard Hamm, former Gen-
Minister and President,
who is serving as our transfor-
mation team’s consultant.

Dr. Glenn Carson, President, Disciples of Christ Historical
Society, Nashville, TN; Rev. Dr. Stephen Gentle, Senior
Minister, National City Christian Church, Washington
D.C.; Rev. Dr. Suzanne Webb, Senior Minister, Union Ave-
nue Christian Church, St. Louis, MO; Mrs. Tina and Mr.
Cullen O’Neal Jackson, wife and son of Dr. Jackson; Co-
Regional Pastors, Northeastern Region, the Christian
Church, New York City: Rev. Lonnie Oats, Rev. Raphael
Rosa, and Rev. Dr. Judith Hoch Wray, Pastoral Associate,
Park Avenue Christian Church.

Church

the Rev.

~ The Rev. Dr. Lester G. McAllister died suddenly on January 3, 2008 in Claremont,
California. He will be laid to rest beside his parents in Little Rock, Arkansas. He
taught at Christian Theological Seminary, wrote numerous books on Disciple history
and mentored many pastors well into their ministries.

~ Your prayers are requested for the family of Jim Harris, the father of Rev. Fred
Harris, who passed away on December 15, 2007.

~ The homeless around the world and in our communities during these cold winter
months. May God’s love sustain them in their trials.

~ Please keep David Schubert, husband of Ann Schubert, our Admin. Assistant in
your prayers. David had surgery for a brain tumor Nov. 28; now undergoing
chemo/radiation— doing well.

~ Katie Powell, spouse of John Powell, CCCA Moderator is undergoing chemother-
apy. Also John’s mother is also battling cancer. Please keep them in your prayers.

~ All our college students as they prepare to return to class for a new semester. And
for all seminarians under care in the CCCA with the Commission of Ministry.

~ For Robert Kennell, active lay person in the CCCA, 1975-1998, as he joins the
North Carolina Regional Staff as Director of New Church Development.

~ Rev. Steven B. Moore, Senior Pastor of Carmel Christian Church, Carmel, IN, as
he begins his new ministry with National City Christian Church as Associate Pastor
and Vice President of Development for the NCCC Foundation. Welcome Steve!
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Transformation as message...

Transformation
as message and
messenger...

Help us tell the story
of what it means for the Re-
gional Board of Directors to
have voted at their June
2007 meeting declaring that
the “CCCA is a region in tran-
sition.”

Transformation is the
process we will use

to decide

what things we want the
CCCA to be doing.

It is the process by which
we will decide what things
we will no longer do.

Lastly it is the process
that will clarify

how to do what we decide
to do more easily.

We will be asking
anew “God, what is it that
you want from us and for
us?” With much prayer,
study, discussions, seeking
of ideal and ideals, we will in
time for the CCCA Regional
Assembly in 2008 submit to
our congregations commit-
ments we wish to make and
structures to carry them to
fulfillment.

Certainly changes to
the organizational structures
of the region, job descriptions
of our staff, and clarity of the
expectations we have of our
congregations and active
members will be addressed.
Priorities of time and monies
will be explored. Opportuni-
ties for new life, new hope,
new ministries, new ways of
working with one another
and relating to one another
will be the goal of transfor-
mation.
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Forty for Forty Campaign

Adds Challenge

$15,000 Pledged if we Raise
$30,000

Gifts of forty dollars continue to arrive at the re-
gional office. Each new and repeat gift will have fifty per-
cent added to it from a challenge grant given by friends of
Lari Grubbs, making each dollar worth $1.50.

Rev. Grubbs’ friends have pledged to give up to
$15,215. If the Region raises thirty thousand dollars be-
tween now and the Regional Assembly in October, 2008,
the challenge grant will donate fifteen thousand additional
for a total of forty-five thousand dollars.

Response to the initial proposal to endow the Re-
gional Minister position has been steady. Eight thousand
dollars has already been received in gifts and payment of
pledges. Our goal is for 400 friends giving at least 40 dol-
lars. Only you can share this story and make it happen!

The effort began in an attempt to endow the
Regional Minister position so that we could use regu-
lar giving to call a second full time professional staff
person. The endowment was begun two years
ago. It adds 5% of the principal annually to the budget.
Last year $1,440 was contributed from interest earnings.

The present effort to build the endowment began
in honor of the fortieth anniversary of the day Lari Grubbs
began serving as the pastor of his first congregation. Ulti-
mately it will take an endowment of about two million dol-
lars. The endowment is invested in growth funds.

Lari will be on Sabbatical leave the first quarter of
2008. While he is gone let us use that time to meet the
challenge and celebrate it at the Regional Assembly in Fre-
derick next October. Lari Grubbs, has asked that his for-
tieth anniversary celebration of his first sermon as pastor
be marked by working toward fully funding the position of
Regional Minister from the interest earned yearly from the
endowment fund.

Everyone who reads this article is asked to make a
gift of forty dollars to the CCCA. If you have already given
a check for forty dollars the odds are you can afford to send
a second check. Make your gift first and then get four other
persons to do the same. (Yes, checks larger than forty dol-
lars may be sent.) SOME MAY WISH TO GIVE $40 EACH
MONTH UNTIL THE ASSEMBLY!!!

Checks can be made out to “CCCA” and mark your
memo line “Regional Minister Endowment Fund,” and
send it to the regional office at 11501 Georgia Avenue,
Suite 400, Wheaton, MD, 20902. Some may wish to make
a donation of stocks or other assets as a part of your es-
tate planning. Gifts small and large alike are welcome!



! 2008 Capital Area

Prayer Calendar

Orderi ng Special Offeri ng Material You are invited to participate in the Capital
Area Prayer Calendar by offering a prayer

each day for the_ Iisj[ed cqngregation or
DOES YOUR CONGREGATION WISH TO USE Capital Area mission listed.
THE SPECIAL OFFERING MATERIALS?

Are you aware that the General Church has retired the former spe-
cial day offering order procedure. A new online ordering system allow-
ing churches who have internet capabilities to manage their own
special day offering quantities and mailing addresses has been in-
stituted . For those churches who do not have any way to connect to the
internet, DMF will gladly continue to manage their orders, but they must
be told by those churches to do this procedure. Congregations are
asked to register online and order the remaining 2008 offerings listed.
The instructions can be viewed on the website
www.churchfinancecouncil.org under Disciples Mission Fund, left col-

umn.
If you have questions or problems, churches may contact Enid January 2008
Arey at 317-713-2444 or earey@cfc.disciples.org regarding this new sys- .
tem. ACT NOW TO RECEIVE THESE USEFUL MATERIALS! DES RN & WSS (A2 (E;
Martinsburg, WV
Ay |
Jan 13-19 Iglesia Cristiana de la
Vida Abundante, Mt Rainier, MD
Jan 20-26
Marshall Dunn,
February 2008

Acting Regional Minister
Jan 27-Feb 2  Shepherd Park CC,
Washington, DC

For the months of January through March of Feb 3-9 e gstgrfef:)%c’
2008, Marshall Dunn is our Acting Regional Minister. ’

: ; - . : Feb 10-16 Michigan Park CC,
He ;/1\”” be W0r|k|?fg only half tléne an%w;:l bedavall?ble t Washington, DC
in the regional office on Tuesday and Thursday of eac e sl Aspen Hill (MD) CC

week. .
Feb 24-Mar 1  Christian Temple,

His priorities will be to manage the Search & Call Baltimore. MD

process for congregations, to be the pastor to pastors,
and to meet as many of the demands of the regional

ministry as possible. March 2008
- : Mar 2-8 FCC Ed , Bal
Your understanding, prayers, and support is re- o ge”l‘ere | alto
quested during this time. Feel free to contact Nicole Mar 9-15 Eng Confu - Bl
McPayten, our new Regional Office Manager, or Ann Mar 16-22 FCC Baltimore
Schubert, Administrative Assistant at (301) 942-8266. Mar 23-29 Landsdowne CC, Balto
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2008 WORLD
CONVENTION

TO DRAW
CHRISTIANS

FROM ACROSS
THE GLOBE

Members of the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ),
Churches of Christ, and Chris-
tian Churches/Churches of
Christ from around the world
will gather July 29-August 3,
2008, in Nashville, Tennessee.

The 2008 World Conven-
tion will convene under the
theme “Together in Christ.” For
more than 75 years the World
Convention has called together
the worldwide family of the
Stone-Campbell Movement or
Restoration Movement Churches
to build understanding, common
purpose, effectiveness and fel-
lowship.

The speakers scheduled
for the main sessions include
Bob Russell, former senior min-
ister of Southeast Christian
Church in Louisville, Ky.; Cyn-
thia Hale, minister of Ray of
Hope Christian Church in Deca-
tur, Ga., and Mike Cope, preach-
ing minister at Highland Church
of Christ in Abilene, Texas.

The Sunday afternoon
communion service will be pre-
sided over by Robert Wetzel,
President, Emmanuel School of
Religion, and President of the
World Convention.

The convention will have
workshops, seminars, meal
events, an exhibit hall with more
than 250 booths, a children’s
program and a teen’'s program
featuring a house built to benefit
Hurricane Katrina victims.

For more information or
to register, visit:
www.worldconvention.org
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WEEK OF
COMPASSION

February 17—24

“Give like life depends upon your gift,
because it does!”

Disciples Hurricane Recovery

Initiative Launched

In a dynamic partnership between Disciples congregations and
regions, Disciples Home Mission's Office of Disciples VVolunteer-
ing and Week of Compassion (WOC), the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is launching a major, two-year Disciples Hur-
ricane Recovery Initiative as part of the Disciples' long-term re-
sponse to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and other recent hurricanes and
tropical storms.

The initiative calls for 750 Disciples volunteer work groups to
mission sites across the Gulf Coast between September 1, 2006
and August 30, 2008 to repair and rebuild hurricane-damaged
homes and participate in other recovery activities.

Disciples "Mission Stations" have been confirmed for the fall in
partnership with Disciples congregations in Beaumont and Port

Arthur, TX; Lake Charles, LA; Covington, Slidell, and Metairie,
LA; Algiers, LA; and Gulfport, MS. In addition, several WOC-

supported interfaith recovery organizations and local Habitat for
Humanity affiliates in Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana
and Texas have asked Disciples for work group assistance.

Disciples Home Missions (DHM) has called Tod Iseminger to the
position of Minister for Leader Development in the Office of Dis-
ciples Volunteering to recruit, coordinate and schedule volunteer
work groups. We are hoping scores, even hundreds, of Disciples
congregations across the whole church will join this effort to bring
at least 750 work groups to the Gulf Coast and ensure a strong,
caring and long-lasting Disciples participation in hurricane recov-
ery efforts.



8 - 10 February 2008 -- Evolution Weekend

Evolution Weekend is an opportunity for serious discussion and reflection on the relationship
between religion and science. One important goal is to elevate the quality of the discussion on this criti-
cal topic - to move beyond sound bytes. A second critical goal is to demonstrate that religious people
from many faiths and locations understand that evolution is sound science and poses no problems for
their faith. Finally, as with The Clergy Letter itself, which has now been signed by more than 11,000
members of the Christian clergy in the United States, Evolution Weekend makes it clear that those
claiming that people must choose between religion and science are creating a false dichotomy.

Through sermons, discussion groups, meaningful conversations and seminars, the leaders listed
below will show that religion and science are not adversaries.

If your congregation would like to join this international event in 2008, please send a note to
mz@butler.edu. We welcome your participation.

For too long, the misperception that science and religion are inevitably in conflict has created
unnecessary division and confusion, especially concerning the teaching of evolution. | wanted to let the
public know that numerous clergy from most denominations have tremendous respect for evolutionary
theory and have embraced it as a core component of human knowledge, fully harmonious with religious
faith.

In the fall of 2004, | worked with clergy throughout Wisconsin to prepare a statement in support
of teaching evolution. We were called to action by a series of anti-evolution policies passed by the school
board in Grantsburg, WI. The response was overwhelming. In a few weeks, nearly 200 clergy signed the
statement, which we sent to the Grantsburg school board on December 16, 2004. Additionally, groups of
educators and scientists sent letters to the Grantsburg School Board and to the Superintendent of
Schools protesting these policies. In response to all of this attention, as well as the efforts of others, the
Grantsburg School Board retracted their policies.

The outpouring of support from clergy around the country encouraged me to make this a nation-
wide project. If you want to read more about it or join us in sharing this important perspective, go to
www.evolutionweekend.org

The Clergy Letter Project has also sponsored annual Evolution Sunday events. These events pro-
vide an opportunity for congregations around the world to come together, in the way each feels most
comfortable, to discuss the compatibility of religion and science. By doing so, we are educating thou-
sands and elevating the world-wide discussion of this important topic. If your congregation would like to
participate in an Evolution Sunday event, please contact me.

Sincerely,

Michael Zimmerman

Dean

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Butler University

Congregational Searches Continue

A number of our congregations are seeking ministerial leadership. Senior Pastor searches at various stages
include: Mt. Rainier CC; FCC Baltimore; Heritage CC, FCC Boonsboro, Second Christian Church in Hagerstown,
Southern Maryland Faith Community, Ft. Washington CC and Snow Hill CC. FCC Hagerstown is seeking a Min-
ister of Visitation. United Christian Parish will be seeking another Team Minister.

Clergy interested in these positions are to inquire about them by contacting the Regional Minister, not by
directly contacting the congregation. Congregations are encouraged to only seek pastors through the Region as
those candidates are the only ones who have been through extensive background checks and have standing in the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

We pray for these congregational seeking pastoral leadership, especially those that are in negotiations with
pastors.
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! Habitat for Humanity
Presents:

"One Muslim. One Jew.
One Christian.

One Stage.

Three Very Funny
Guys."

A comedy show to
support

the interfaith Build:
Peace by piece

Faith partners building

community...relationsh
Ips...homes

Saturday March 1
7:30 pm
Baltimore Hebrew
Congregation

Tickets: $20 each $10
Students

More information to
come:

www.chesapeakehfh.org

Please come, bring your friends,
have a fun evening and help us raise
the final ten thousand dollars we
need to build two homes in the city of
Baltimore with the Inter-Faith Build
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NORTH CHEVY CHASE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
GULF COAST MISSION TRIP

This past September, 10 members from North
Chevy Chase Christian Church headed southwest
to Lake Charles, Louisiana, to work with the Disci-
ples Disaster Relief Mission Station at First Chris-
tian Church, Lake Charles. The crew included
Diane and Jewel Barlow, Anne-Marie Crawford,
Dot and Glen Harper, Elizabeth Lohr, Nancy
Longo, Paul Longo, Laird Thomason and Cheryl L.
Tatham (minister at NC4).

While there they worked on two homes - put-
ting up and finishing sheetrock and electrical work
in one and plumbing in the other. Hosted by First
Christian Church, Lake Charles, the group was
well-coordinated in their efforts by the site direc-
tor, Renee Amos.

Hurricane Rita hit the coast of Louisiana on
September 23, 2005, only a month after the devas-
tation of Hurricane Katrina hit the coast. In the
flurry of attention that surrounded Hurricane
Katrina, the damage from Rita was almost passed
over. But Lake Charles and the small parishes
south of there were hard hit, lying directly in the
path of the hurricane. Damage in southwestern
Louisiana was extensive. In Cameron Parish, the
communities of Hackberry, Cameron, Creole,
Grand Chenier, Holly Beach, and Johnson Bayou
were heavily damaged or entirely destroyed. A ca-
sino boat and several barges were floating loose in
Lake Charles and damaged a bridge spanning In-
terstate 10 across the Calcasieu River. Lake
Charles experienced severe flooding, with reports
of water rising 6-8 feet in areas around Lake Cal-
casieu. At a hotel on the Contraband Bayou, water
was reportedly up to the second floor. There was
also extensive damage to its regional airport.
Damage to the city's electrical system was so se-
vere that authorities warned that power would not
return for two weeks, if not longer.

One of the homes worked on by the NC4 Crew
belongs to Mr. Frank Allen, an 81-year old gentle-
man who has lived in a FEMA trailer for the last
two years. The house was completely gutted, leav-
ing only the frame work and foundation in which
to begin rebuilding.

The second home belonged to a young couple,
Eric and Amanda, who had two children and a
third on the way. Eric and Amanda evacuated
from Cameron which was almost completely de-
stroyed. The house was due to be condemned but
Eric and Amanda convinced the city that they
would fix it up. After contacting Renee at First
Christian, the work began. Two of the NC4 crew
(Glen Harper and Jewel Barlow) spent four of the
five working days rebuilding the home.



Editor's Note: Rabbi Elissa Sachs-Kohen and myself, (David Caldwell), have worked, together and with others, for a year
on an Inter-Faith Build for Habitat for Humanity in Baltimore. We have finished the first of two houses. After we worked
together on December 12th on the second of two homes, Rabbi Sachs-Kohen wrote this editorial for her temple Baltimore
Hebrew Congregation. Enjoy!

P.S. The CCCA has helped fund this 100k project with 3k
D'var Torah - a word of Torah

Rabbi Elissa Sachs-Kohen

This week | learned about something called "Theology of the Hammer." It's a concept put forward by Habitat for
Humanity and it means that when people pick up a hammer to build a house for someone less fortunate, they
often find it necessary to put down their differences.

Murtaza, Bilal, Intesar, Dave, Jayna, lan, Justin, Tony and | picked up hammers and put down our differences.
We were several Muslims, a couple of Christians, one Jew, a Buddhist. We were one rabbi, two ministers, and a
student leader of the Muslim group at Morgan State University. We were black, white and Middle-Eastern; tall,
short and medium sized.

When we arrived, the house was just a basement, a floor and the frames of the outside walls. There was no roof,
no ceiling, just the sky above. Wearing our safety goggles (very stylish), hard hats, and gloves we built the begin-
ning of a ceiling for the first floor, the floor for a second level. When tomorrow's crew comes in they will be able to
lay the sub-flooring on what we built today.

That kind of progress feels great. But what | learned through the "Theology of the Hammer" and what | hope oth-
ers learned from me will have a far more enduring impact than what we built with our hands. Throughout the day,
when we weren't calling to each other for a tool or a measurement, we were talking - talking about our lives, our
values, our religions, our world. At our lunch break, we had an enlightening discussion about keeping Kosher
compared with the Muslim system of Hallal. | learned that when an animal is slaughtered for Hallal meat, the per-
son has to say, "Allah," signifying that it is not a sacrifice to some pagan god. Did you know that? | didn't and it's
fascinating.

We had a wonderful conversation about why Jewish people sometimes take offense at Christians wishing them
"Merry Christmas" and | shared my wish that we could all assume the best of each other and not feel insulted
when someone doesn't understand our differences. And | learned that any ordained Minister can be called
"Reverend" but "Pastor" is an actual job title.

None of these are tremendous revelations but the house that will eventually shelter a family is built first of small
bricks and even smaller nails. Put all these small moments of deeper understanding together and we can begin
to build a community that really cares about all of its members - those who are the same and those who are dif-
ferent.

You've heard me talk about Habitat before and you may know that | now sit on Chesapeake Habitat for Human-
ity's Board, so it won't be a surprise that | deeply respect this organization and what it does. It's not the most effi-
cient way to build a house. A contractor could get it done far more quickly. But Habitat in general and the Inter-
faith Build in particular have a secondary goal that makes building a safe, affordable home more than exercise in
speed and efficiency. That secondary goal is the "Theology of the Hammer" - putting down our differences in or-
der to pick up a hammer and repair the world.

| hope that when a Habitat for Humanity opportunity arises again (and it will) you'll grab it. It's not just about help-
ing a deserving family or getting to swing a hammer. It's about what you might be able to learn ... and what you
might be able to teach. Shabbat Shalom.
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The RYAM & RYC Moment

Nathan Hill, Young Adult and Youth Specialist P

Christian Church Capital Area Foary ik
MENEneT

One of the facets of the emerging church that seems so interesting to many
young people is their theme on being a producer, not a participant.

I know that it can seem like church works best if we sit in our pews and
take in the excellent gifts of others — our preacher’s sermon, the choir’s beautiful
singing, our expert lay leaders, and so on. The problem with this is that it can
lead to being a “pew potato.” We can miss that worship is something that re-
quires full body participation.

In January, RYAM’s monthly Connection worship gathering is taking a little
break to support the region’s MLK Jr. Day workshop. We will return on February
2nd with the mindset of being producers not participants. When we gather, we
want everyone to share something of the gifts that God has given them - be it
word, song, art, dance, vision, prayer, or imagination. Yes, it requires more of us.
Yes, it challenges us. But God desires us to be a people on the move.

This spring, the Regional Youth Council (RYC) will be relaunched with a
similar mindset. We want the youth to feel ownership and energy for this pro-
gram. Our focus will be on leadership development, helping youth in our
churches realize their full potential and gain new insights into who God is calling
them to be. Of course, we’ll have fun at the same time too! We’ll be announcing
our first events soon, so be on the lookout.

God invites us to be more than just participants in God’s plan of salvation and
redemption of the world — we can help produce the love, energy, and change that
the world longs for.

RYAM Connections: February 2nd, 2008, 3-5 PM, North Chevy Chase Christian
Church (8814 Kensington Parkway, Chevy Chase, MD)
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2008 Christian Church
Capital Area (DoC)
Summer Camp & Conference Schedule

Mary Mac June 27-29
Bethany Beach June 19-22
Bethany Beach June 29-July 5
Mary Mac June 29-July 5
Bethany Beach July 6-12

Mary Mac July 6-12
Mary Mac July 13-19
Mary Mac July 20-26
Chapman College July 21-26
Orange County, California

Bethany Beach July 27-Aug 2
Bethany Beach August 3-9
Mary Mac July 27-Aug 2
Mary Mac August 3-6
Mary Mac

Mary Mac August 9
Bethany Beach August 21-24
Bethany Beach September 2-5

Pioneer Camp

Young Adult Conference (YAC)
Family Camp 1

Chi Rho 1

CFY Conference 1

Junior Camp 1

Chi Rho 2 (Service)

Junior Camp 2

ICYF

CYF Conference 2

Family Camp 2

Open for camp

Camp Starfish

Work Day

Corn Roast

Footprints (formerly TnT)
Senior's Summer Conference

Watch for updates at www.cccadisciples.org

Foundation Board Ap-
proves New Fund

A fourth investment option for Disciples
congregations will open up in 2008 as the Chris-
tian Church Foundation Board of Directors has
created the Campbell Multi-Strategy Fund. The
Campbell Fund, for long-term and endowment
fund investments, provides church ministries
with a different asset mix than existing funds,
creating the opportunity for excellent returns
with lower volatility. To read more about the
fund and other news from the Board's recent
meeting, go to www.disciples.org/ccf/news/
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Jazz Festival
Worship Service
Sunday, January 13, 2008
3 p.m. until 5 p.m.
Michigan Park Christian Church
1600 Taylor St., N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20017
202-526-3355
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What do vital congregations look like? What kind of min-
istries, attitudes and practices seem to be present?

Healthy, Faithful Congregations--Are WE
One~?

On Saturday, March 1st, our Acting Regional Minister,
Marshall Dunn, will offer a two hour workshop on the
characteristics of vital Disciple congregations from 10:00
a.m. to noon. The place will be North Chevy Chase Chris-
tian Church.

Marshall first presented these ideas at the request of our
denomination’s Higher Education and Leadership Minis-
tries, one of our general church ministries located in St.
Louis. The event in November featured Dr. Sharon Wat-
kins, our General Minister, Dr. Newell Williams, our mod-
erator and President of Brite Divinity School, Yvonne Gil-
more-Essig and Marshall. He is now offering it to any
clergy or laity in the Capital Area who are interested in
exploring the topic further.

Participants will have an opportunity to build on Mar-
shall's marks of vital congregations and think about how
their own churches are doing in the areas we have identi-
fied.

Dick Hamm leads GIFT Ministry Workshop, Feb. 2nd!

The five congregations in the GIFT program, (Gathered in
Faithful Transformation) will participate in a workshop on
Saturday, Feb. 2nd from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Dr.

Public Witness

Volunteers Needed

The Disciples Center for Public
Witness is a justice advocacy ministry
that promotes more informed, thought-
ful, and prayerful public policy advo-
cacy among members, activists, and
leaders of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ).

The Center currently needs vol-
unteers in the following areas of public
policy advocacy: public education, in-
ternational trade, torture, and the war
in Iraq.

We also need volunteers for the
following planning committees for the
2008 Ecumenical Advocacy Days
(March 7 - 10, 2008): worship, hospi-
tality, young adults, media, publicity,
exhibit hall, legislative issues, lobby
day organization, and presidential can-
didates forum. If you are interested,
please send an email to disciplescen-
ter@comcast.net or contact the Center
at 202-797-0113. Our ecumenical
partners invite, encourage and welcome
more Disciples participation.

Lari Grubbs Endorses “Real Life Evangelism Series”

“I normally do not endorse books or studies, but | believe a major part of the cur-
rent crisis in congregational membership is that most of us are doing no evangelism!

We have relied upon the culture to push people toward church and we have been
very welcoming. (At time too welcoming!) But most of us never learned how to tell the
story or how to invite others to join the community, commit to faith.
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Ms. Reese’s study is a good step in helping some to learn how to share their faith in
a positive way that is not in your face, but does open others to the power, hope, magnet-
ism and community that Christian faith offers.

Take a look and make up your own mind.”

Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism, by Martha Grace Reese was published last
year and was selected by The Christian Century as a featured “Take and Read” book for
2007. Churches using Unbinding the Gospel with their leaders have asked for more.
Here it is: The Real Life Evangelism Series: Unbinding Your Heart and Unbinding Your
Church. These two works are now available at Chalice Press.
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Qz;wt a t/fouj/;t. ..

“Fo saidto them, DBut whe do you say that Tam?' Simon Poter answered; You are the Meossiak. the
Son of the fiving God: ' Fnd_Jesus answered kim, ' Dlessed are you, Simon son of Jonak! For flosk and
Bleed s not revealed this te you, but my Father in heaven. Fend I tell you, you are Peter, andon this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Tades will not prevail against it.”

Matthow16,16-18

A Tribute to a Seminary Professor

On January 3, 2008, my favorite teacher, ever, died suddenly of a massive heart
attach. Lester McAllister was eighty-eight and living in Claremont, California.

I met him in June 1965 on my first day at Christian Theological Seminary. It
took only a little time before | knew he was my mentor for life. | secretly thought of him
as ‘the good doctor.”

I will not try to tell the story of these four decades of friendship. It is enough to
say that my youngest son is named John David McAllister Caldwell, and all his life called
Lester, “grandfather.”

I want to pay tribute to Lester McAllister by quoting his favorite poet, the re-
nowned metaphysical poet John Donne. Teachers teach, and preachers preach, and po-
ets find words to speak thoughts of the heart and soul. Enjoy these thoughts of John
Donne. Lester McAllister did, and look what it did for him and all those he mentored!

“Go and catch a falling star...
Song
“Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun
A year or two, but wallowed in a score?”
A Hymn to God the Father
“No man is an island, entire of itself;

Every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main...
Any man’s death diminishes me, because | am involved in mankind,
and therefore never send to know for whom the bells tolls,
it tolls; it tolls for thee.

Meditation XVII
“His soul is gone, whither?
Who saw it come in, or who saw it go out? Nobody..

I received benefit and instruction from him when his bell tolled;
and |, being made the fitter to pray by that disposition,
When in | was assisted by his occasion, did pray for him,
and | pray not without faith.”

Meditation XVIII

Quoted by your editor with profound esteem.
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The Capital Area Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) Regional Office
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11501 Georgia Avenue
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Wheaton, MD 20902

Phone: 301-942-8266
Fax: 301-942-8366
Email: mail@cccadisciples.org

We’re online!

www.cccadisciples.org
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