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For the last eighteen years, the
Pilgrimage Christian Church has
been doing a dance of life. They
have struggled to find a home.
They were birthed with a vision,
but often parents find that their
hopes for a newborn sometimes go
unfulfilled as the baby matures
and overhears her/his own call
from God.

So Pilgrimage ventured
into ministry and mission serving
the Lord and sharing Good News
with the least of these. They have
tried to transform the bleakest part
of our society without enough
people or enough resources. They
have struggled and at times the
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Christmas Miracle Comes to Capital Area

Last spring, they had
fallen far behind in their mortgage
payments. They were so far back
that the Board of Church Exten-
sion had to set a limit. Bring the
past due from $90,000 to $0.00 by
November 31* or we have to call
in the loan. We prayed and we
looked for resources.

Finally an anonymous
donor, came through and said,
“This ministry and mission are too
important to die. If you will raise
the rest of the entire mortgage, |
will match the donations with
$225,000!” A Christmas Miracle!
This was not, let’s catch the back
due up, but let’s pay off the mort-

We are quite confident
that by December 31%, enough
money will have been received to
satisfy the debt and perhaps even
finish some of the recently begun
repairs! This is a Miracle on Sil-
ver Hill Road. But more, it says
to the whole Region, we are going
to do ministry and mission wher-
ever there is hurt, abuse, despair,
hate, depression, doubt and fear.
We are going to reach out to all of
God’s children with Good News.
And we are going to do that be-
cause God first reached out to us
in Jesus Christ. Thanks be to
God!

whole Church has tried to help.

gage!

Christmas Offering Supports Region

In this era of doubt
about institutions and leadership,
I am excited about the Rev. Dr.
Sharon Watkins’ leadership of the
whole denomination. | am excited
that the Regional Ministers con-
tributed over $10,000 to her travel
fund at the recent TLC meeting in
Atlanta. But | am even more ex-
cited about the work that we are
doing in the Capital Area.

The Region is assisting
congregations in the process to call
their next minister and to find
interims. We are working together
to help congregations in crisis.
Historically, we have been granted
some resources to assist in times of
trouble and to help train new
ministers. We are supporting

approximately 20 ministerial stu-
dents and just ordained seven new
ministers this year.

We continue to operate
the Bradley Christian Mission
housed at the Twelfth Street Chris-
tian Church. We are building a
system for congregational transfor-
mation to help all of our congrega-
tions become healthy centers of
service to and in praise of God.
We already have three congrega-
tions in our transformation proc-
ess. We are also looking for places
to start new congregations to fol-
low our most recent starts at
Southern Maryland Faith Commu-
nity, Bethany Beach Christian
Church, Whosoever Will Chris-
tian Church, Iglesia Cristiana de la

Vida Abundante (at Mt. Rainier)
and our newest start United By
Faith Christian Church in Laurel,
Maryland.

We offer the entire lineup of
camps and conferences at Bethany
Beach Conference Center and
Mary Mac Campground. Your
Regional support dollars keep
these facilities operating. And
coming in 2006 are Sa/t and
Light, a major resource event for
congregations in March and the
Regional Assemblyin October
featuring Tony Campolo. Please
be generous in your giving to the
Christmas Offering. It enables us
to resource and serve you!
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In the movie Yent/ Barbara
Streisand plays a young Jewish girl
who wants to learn Torah, but she is
forbidden because she is female and
living in the 19" century in Eastern
Europe. She disguises herself as a
boy and enrolls in what we would
call a seminary. As she begins to ful-
fill her dream, she is caught up in the
moment. She is both present to what
is happening, but also transfixed to
be somewhere else. The song she
sings has haunting familiarity to any-
one who has had such an experience.
She sings, “There are moments you
remember all your life. There are
moments you wait for and dream of
all your life.  This is one of those
moments!”

Have you had one of those
moments? | can name several of
them. My daughter, Jamelle, being
born with a pink ribbon of light
across the dawning day sky celebrat-
ing her birth, was a fantastic mo-
ment. My installation service at Na-
tional City Christian Church after
sitting so many times in that sanctu-
ary on youth trips from the west was
another such moment! | caught my-
self remembering so many different
moments while celebrating my par-
ents’ 50" wedding anniversary. Hy-
persensitive to those special mo-
ments, they are frozen in time, in my
mind’s eye.

There are other
moments that stick in our conscious-
ness which are not romantic, or
pretty or even good. My aunt waking
me up when | was nine to tell me
that my sister had died is one of
those moments. Like a tattoo etched
onto skin is the memory of the first
and only accident that | had caused
in my life. | can still go through the
events of that incident one freeze
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frame at a time. And yet, there are
very significant moments that go
unnoticed until they are looked back
upon through a lens from the future.
My application to Culver-Stockton
College going unnoticed until | was
already enrolled in another college
gave me a different filter for prepar-
ing for Ministry and forced me to
know my faith in a different way. |
think God is especially involved in
those moments.

So | was sitting at home on a
Tuesday evening last September. |
had not gotten stuck in the freakish
snow storm in the Appalachians
through which I should have traveled
to get to Bethany, WV. | was trying
desperately to get the work done to
meet the conditions of our donor for
Pilgrimage, so | was at home when |
got the call. It was the third call |
had received, but it stopped me cold.

John Farley called me to let
me know that his brother, Steve, had
died. I'was in shock! Steve Farley
was our retiring bookkeeper. He was
not old enough to retire, although he
would have liked to. He was taking
another position and stopping the
weekly drive from Richmond to
Wheaton. Steve and I thought funny
alike. There was a special bond
there. Maybe it was all of those late
evenings together, doing work or just
laughing. It was a shock, but more.
It was one of those moments.

Caught in the web of my mind’s
memories, one which | could not just
push away! We were planning a
thank you lunch the next week to
celebrate his time with us. 1 was glad
that | had been home for John! The
celebration of faithful service was
planned, but not in time!

Another thing about having

““ ..Behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem saying, ‘Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we have seen

his star in the East and have come to worship him!”” (Matt. 2.1b-2 RSV)

one of those moments is that nothing
is ever the same afterwards! You are
transformed by it and so is every-
thing that you do and everyone you
touch! As we recount the stories that
surround Christ’s birth, my favorite
is the story of the Magi. They were
not kings, despite the carol. They
were astrologers. They searched the
heavens for signs and saw the con-
junction of three planets or stars
meeting at a point in the heavens
assigned to the House of Israel.

Such a wondrous sign meant
something special was happening!
Others might not have even noticed
it, but the Magi dropped everything
to go! And Herod had one of those
moments when the Magi appeared
before him. What became Good
News of God’s Love and Salvation for
humanity was only heard by Herod
as a threat. He could not get it out of
his mind! He became so obsessed
that a rival had been born, he or-
dered the massacre of all children
under two.

| pray that as you approach
Christmas this year, you will make
time to do the important things!
Visit those with whom you have
shared special moments. Drop every-
thing to make it happen. We do not
know what tomorrow will bring.

| pray that Christmas is one
of those moments, not about gifts,
but about a Savior who is life-
changing. I hope that it fills you
with love, joy, peace, hope and clari-
fies what is important. | hope that
those people who enter your life to
bring you Good News will be appreci-
ated and heard as Good News!

Thanks, Steve, for Special Moments
and Magi Messages,
Lari
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Two More Ordinations Highlight Calendar

On Saturday, November 12, 2005, Delancy Catlett was ordained into the Christian Ministry. Delancy
continues to hold standing in the Capital Area Region by virtue of his serving to United Church of
Christ Congregations in the greater Downsville Area. Delancy is a Timothy of the Downsville CC and
his ordination service was held at First Christian Church in Hagerstown, complete with a pig roast re-
ception. Congratulations, Delancy and welcome to ministry!

Ms. Yvonne Gilmore will be ordained into Christian Ministry. Yvonne’s service will take
place at the Michigan Park Christian Churchin Washington, DC. The service is scheduled for 3:00
pm on the afternoon of January 22, 2006 with the Rev. Dr. Delores Carpenter preaching. All are wel- ALENDAR
come to this very special event in the life of a congregation!

YOUR

Karen Gee Accepts Another Position!

Search for Admin Assistant Begins!

After almost two and a half years of faithful service to the Capital Area Region, Karen Gee has
accepted another job and left the Regional Office staff. Karen designed and organized our data
base management system. She has also put together a series of instructional manuals for the
office while handling the normal duties of the Office. We will miss her expertise as our Director
of Information Management.

We have begun a search for an Administrative Assistant to fill the vacancy created
by Karen Gee’s departure. This position is a full time, Monday-Friday position. Hours are 9:00
am-5:00 pm. This person will work directly with the Regional Minister to manage the office sup-
plies, share information with the congregations and clergy, be an information resource through-
out the Region and oversee camp and conference registrations. This position has some bene-
fits. We are evaluating resumes now. Interested parties may send resumes to Dr. Robert
Chance, Chair of the Personnel Committee electronically at: bobchance@verizon.net.

ALL CHURCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR HEALTH FUND

The Disciples’ health care program has been saved. A better, cheaper policy for most
clergy has been established through a Pennsylvania provider working with Blue
Cross. The new program is cheaper for all clergy under age 60 or those jut entering
with special needs. But the Church is trying to capitalize on this opportunity by do-
ing two things.

CORNER! 8

It is offering the insurance to all clergy. Pension Fund is also welcoming back
small groups (congregations that employee more than 2 health care clients at a re-
duced rate. ) A 6 million dollar endowment will also be sought this Spring.through a
capital campaign. This is to assist those whose rates have raised due to age or.re-
tirement with some low income grants!

Watch for details. This is an essential to continuing health care!

;j
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Pastoral Changes in Capital Area

There have been a number of Pastoral Changes in the Capital Area Region over the last few months.

Rev. Elizabeth (Beth) Pass has been called as the Senior Pastor at the Springfield Christian Church.
She began serving on November 27, 2005 and will be installed on February 5, 2006 at 2:00 pm. The Rev. Dr.
Valeria Eley continues as the part time Minister of Education.

Rev. Joan Bell Haynes has joined the staff of United Christian Parish in Reston, VA. Joan will serve
as Associate Minister to the Rev. Dr. Bruce Irwin!

Rev. Dr. Stephen Gentle has been called to National City CC. Stephen will be serving as the Transi-
tional Minister with Option of Call and his first Sunday in the pulpit is on January 8, 2006.

The Ft. Washington CC has called the Rev. Larry Covin to serve as their Senior Pastor. Larry was
installed on December 11" during the morning worship service.

University CC has called the Rev. Doug Clark, a UCC pastor, to serve as their Intentional Interim.
After at least a year of ministry, the congregation will form a search committee to seek its next settled pastor.
Doug will be installed on January 22,

The Rev. Sean Boyd has been called as the interim minister with option of call from Mt. Rainier CC.
Rev. Boyd was installed on November 13, 2005.

The Rev. George Rizor has been called as the Senior Pastor at the Landover Christian Church.
George completed his interim ministry at Springfield Christian Church in November.

The Rev. Craig L. Jones has been providing consistent pulpit supply for the Edgemere Christian
Church this fall.

The Rev. Luz Maiuri has resigned as the Senior Minister of the Downsville Christian Church to ac-
cept a position as Chaplain with the Washington County (MD) Hospice. Luz begins January 1, 2006 in her new
role. Downsville CC is seeking an interim and will immediately begin seeking to call someone to the settled posi-
tion of that congregation.

Not Just the Church of Tomorrow

Too often whenever we begin to talk about our youth and young adults, we begin to talk
about the “Church of Tomorrow!” Our Young Adults and Teenagers are pretty savvy and need to be
included in decisions about the church now!

Just a quick sample of CCCA youth and young adults demonstrates their current abilities.
Kyle Goon and Morgan Helme are each writing regularly for The Teen Scene which is found in The
View, an Ellicott City newspaper. Kyle and Morgan are high school students and members of Chris-
tian Temple. Other high school students have served on their congregation’s search committees
and done well. Young Adults are also participating in the life of the church and many serve as coun-
selors at camp. Amy January one such student recently had a poem published entitled “Thinner”.
IT won second place in a contest. Thinking about these people as the Church of tomorrow elimi-
nates their expertise and opinions in the Church of today! And we desperately need them in the
Church of today!
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Reaching Young Adults

The Advent season always gives Christians an amazing palette of images,
verbs, and sound to draw upon in our daily walk. The range of emotion and
action are quite startling in their contrast if we pause to think about it — Mary
giving birth in a stable, the wise men seeking from afar, King Herod overcome
with jealously, Zechariah’s anointing by vision, and the shepherds stunned by

angelic choir.

Running throughout these stories, we also sense deeper human emotions — love, confusion,
wonder, disbelief, fear, joy, humility, and hope. Our congregational and individual lives, from
meeting to meeting, day to day, year to year, also embody these sweeping feelings. When do we
have time to stop and reflect on where we have come? When do we get to see the bigger picture?

When | experienced my first taste of young adult ministry as part of Cameron Campus Minis-
try in Lawton, OK, | was amazed to discover this range of emotions present in the students. Life
does indeed throw us curve balls, and for the students of the campus ministry, each week was a
new trial, new joy, or new fork in their journey. As ayoung leader, my job wasn’t to solve their
problems. | could do little more than sit back and give them space to see the bigger picture of
God working in their lives.

I am aware of many congregations in our region seeking to open their doors, lives, and minis-
tries to young adults. The time of Advent is a wonderful opportunity for this, an opportunity to
birth a space for twenty-somethings and thirty-somethings. This space can allow us to seek to the
bigger picture. Our crowded lives so rarely offer an opportunity to breathe, overcome as we are
with financial, relationship, civic, and personal obligations. We need a place, a quiet stable of
our own, to rest for a moment, to experience God’s vision for our lives, and witness the stun-
ning message of an angelic choir.

| pray that you and your congregation experience a vivid, powerful season of Advent, as we wait
in expectation for the coming of Christ.

Nathan Hill

MARY-MAC MATTRESS REPLACEMENT PROJECT

ALL MATTRESSES NEED TO BE REPLACED
OVERTHE NEXTYEAR

We are looking for individuals or groups to sponsor the replacement of mattresses for all or part of

a

the
the

cabin. Each cabin has approximately ten mattresses. The beds have out lasted their worth.
They are past the point that sanitizing each bed after a camp really does not do any good.

The sanitized and longer lasting mattress cost approximately $60 each. That means that
full replacement of all mattresses in a cabin would run between $500 and $600 depending on
number of beds in the cabin. We need to replace mattresses for all 8 cabins at the four camp

sites.

It is hard to believe that there are only four months left before we start into our camping season at
Camp Mary Mac and we need to have these beds ready for our children before that date. Send
your check to the Regional Church Office made out to CCCA with “Mary Mac Mattress Project”
written on the memo line.

e T T T
SEEKING
SPRING
INTERN

The CCCA is seeking a
Spring Intern to work 15
hours/week in the Re-
gional Office.

This person will do of-
fice support work. The
finalist will need good
telephone skills, the abil-
ity to file, will be com-
puter literate with famili-
arity of the Microsoft
Office system, have a
pleasant personality and
be able to multi-task.

The timeframe for the
work hours is between
9:00 am and 5:00 pm
Monday-Friday with
preference for morning
hours.

The candidate will also
understand confidential-
ity and privacy issues.
Send resumes to: Intern
Resume, CCCA, 11501
Georgia Avenue - Suite
400, Wheaton, MD
20902-1955 or
Igrubbs@cccadisciples.org
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Attention All Church

Treasurers

/ This is to let you know that the final

\
) deadline for reporting 2005 contributions
4 to Disciples Mission Fund or to share
) any of the special offerings is Monday,
~ § e ¢ January 6, 2006. Any money that is not
& =] received by January 6 will be credited
toward the 2006 accounts. Please
make every effort to have Christmas offering, DMF funds
or ay other contribution in the mail so that they will arrive

The United By Faith Christian Church Stor

The Capital Area Region has begun several congregations over the last decade. We are being challenged to
begin more. The spotlight this month is on our newest Church start, United by Faith Christian Church.

The United By Faith Christian Church, a congregation-in-formation of the CCCA, began its journey
Easter Sunday 2004. This new ministry is led by Pastor Andrea Foster. Committed to this new work, Andrea
being led by the Holy Spirit resigned from her full-time job as the Full-Time Support Chaplain for the D.C.
National Guard. In addition, she retired in August from a promising future after twenty-six years of service in
the D.C. Army National Guard to implement this vision full time.

Pastor Foster’s vision for this congregation is to “unite by faith” a Christian community in the Laurel
area, equipped and empowered to help others grow spiritually, socially and economically. The church has as its
mission to make life-changing disciples, mature all believers and multiply relevant ministry for the Kingdom of
God. The church is based on Ephesians chapter four. Over the past 21 months the core members have partici-
pated in New Church Ministry Training and Peer Group Seminars, Regional and General Assemblies, DOC
Evangelism and Worship Workshops and numerous other local seminars.

The core values of the church are: harmony, excellence, truth, worship, leadership, evangelism, prayer,
tithing and participation. These core values are at the heart of their faith and service as they commit to being
people of the Word. New members are required to participate in a six week orientation that includes: under-
standing salvation, vision, mission, core values, what Disciples believe, accountability, and supporting every
manifestation of our church in time, talent and tithe.

This month UBFCC began mid-week Life Application Bible Study. New fellowship ministries have
gotten off to a great start, with Iron Men Ministry, Daughters of Deborah Ministry (women), Saint to Saint Min-
istry (seniors) and 2:15 Youth Ministry, and an Intercessory Prayer Ministry.

Church highlights include adopting a family displaced by Hurricane Katrina now located in the Clin-
ton community. A Thanksgiving basket and clothing have been donated and showers of toys for Christmas. A
visit by the Regional Minister and New Church Ministry Coach was an inspiration to the church. Annually this
new church celebrates the Advent season with a Sunday morning Christmas Service and Brunch. Pastor Foster
shares frequently with the congregation that everyone has a gift for the body of Christ, and her role is to help
everyone find their place in the kingdom and work together. Because everyone has a gift the United By Faith
Christian Church is a “no parking zone!” Everyone can find a place to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Global Ministries Work Needs a VVolunteer
For the last (well, who knows how many) years, 2006 CAPITAL AREA
Penny Farris has served her congregation (Falls
Church) and the region. Penny has kept aware of PRAYER CALENDAR

which missionaries might be home and on furlough.
She then found people for them to stay with and as
many opportunities as possible to allow those ser-
vants in foreign settings to speak to the DOC and
UCC congregations in our Region.

You are invited to participate in the Capital Area Prayer Calendar

by offering a prayer each day for the listed congregation or Capital

January

Jan. 1-7 Winchester Christian Church, Martinsburg,

The time is rapidly approaching when she wv
will no longer be able to serve. (She tried to retire Jan. 814 Snow Hill Christian Church, Snow Hill,
last year!) We are looking for a volunteer to do this MP
most important ministry. If you are interested in Jan. 1521 Iglesia Cristiana de la Vida Abundante,
doing this work, please contact Lari Grubbs at the Mt Rainier, MD
Regional Church House at 301-942 8255. Jan. 2228 Our Mission Station — Bradley Christian
Mission Center
_February
The Regional Minister has been asked to preach or be Jan. 29-Feb. 4 Shepherd Park Christian Church,
present at the congregations listed below. Washington, DC
January Feb. 511 Twelfth Street Christian Church, Wash-
ington, DC
1 — Downsville CC — 10:00 am o .
Feb. 12-18 Michigan Park Christian Church, Wash-
8 — North Chevy Chase CC — Adult Forum — 9:30 ington, DC
am Feb. 19-25 Aspen Hill Christian Church, Wheaton,
Pilgrimage CC — Mortgage Burning Service - LiID
March

3:00 PM

. . . Feb. 26-Mar. 4 Christian Temple, Baltimore, MD
15 — National City CC - worship o P !

. . Mar. 5-11 First Christian Church of Edgemere,
22 - Consecration Service for Doug Clark as Inten- Baltimore, MD

tional Interim — University CC —

o ; . o Mar. 12-18 English Consul Christian Church,
Ordination Service for Yvonne Gilmore — Michi- Baltimore, MD

gan park CC — 3:00 pm

Mar. 19-25 First Christian Church, Baltimore, MD

SCHEDULE

29 - Vacation
Mar. 26-Apr. 1 Lansdowne Christian Church, Balti-
February more, MD

5 — Installation of Elizabeth Pass — Springfield CC

12 — Installation of Joan Bell-Haynes — United Chris-
tian Parish, Reston, VA — 4:00 pm

REGIONAL MINISTER VISITATION

General Commission on Ministry — Indianapolis
19 -

26 -




2006 CCCA Summer Camps, Retreats, and Related Events

Spring Retreats and Events
BB March31-April 2 BB Opening Work Weekend
MM April 21-23 CYF Spring Retfreat
MM April 28-30 Chi Rho Spring Retreat
MM May 5-7 Junior Spring Retreat
BB May 13 CCCA Conference Center (BB) Homecoming Picnic
BB May 21-24 Senior's 1 -Spring Conference (Sun-Wed)
BB May 24-26 Bethany Beach Bible Lecture (Wed-Fri)
BB May 26-28 Disciples Women Fellowship (Fri-Sun)
Early Summer Camps/Conferences:
MM Juhe 2-4 Girl's Chi Rho Retreat
MM June 10 Day of Silence
MM June 17 Belly Dancing Workshop
BB June 22-25 Young Adult Conference (YAC)
MM June 23-2 Pioneer Camp
MM June 23-2 Chi Rho Trail Blazers
TBA TB CYF Girl's Retreat
Mid Summer Week Camps/Conferences:
BB July 2-8 Family Camp 1
MM July 2-8 Chi Rho Camp 1
MM July 9-15 Junior Camp 1
BB July 9-15 CYF Conference 1
MM July 16-22 Chi Rho Camp 2
July 23-29 Appalachian Work Camp
MM July 23-29 Junior Camp 2
BB July 30- August 5 CYF Conference 2
MM July 30- August 5 Chi Rho Camp 3
BB August 6-12 Family Camp 2
Late Summer Camps/Conferences and Events:
MM August 12-13 Discovery Camp
MM August 12 Corn Roast
BB August 24-27TnT Retreat
BB September 5-8 Senior's 2 - Fall Conference
Fall Retreats and Events:
MM September 22-24 Chi Rho Fall Retreat
MM Sept. 29- Oct 1 CYF Fall Retreat 1
MM October 6-8 CYF Fall Retreat 2
BB October 13-15 Close-up Work Weekend

October 20-21 Regional Assembly

The Capital Area Christian

-y

DO YOU
KNOW
WHAT
“SALT

AND
LIGHT” IS?

Are you

holding
March 11,
2006 for a

great
event?
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b CCCA is seeking a Head Cook for Bethany Beach Conference Center for the summer of
2006. Ms. Virginia Jett is retiring after 10 years of faithful service cooking for campers
; and conferees. The successful applicant will have good cooking skills, menu planning ex-

\\ e . . . .
‘ LQ‘ perience, the ability to supervise other kitchen employees, cooking experience for gather-
ings of up to 90 people or demonstrated ability to prepare such meals, have a pleasant per-
sonality, be accomplished in the art of hospitality and live by the values of a Church retreat

environment. A room is available next door to the Tabernacle to house the applicant. Applicant needs to be
available from May to October.

Serious inquiries place contact Lari Grubbs at the Capital Area Regional Church Office. 301-942-8266 or
Igrubbs@cccadisciples.org.

Kitchen Assistant - Early Season Part-Time Job Description
For The Early Summer Of 2006

We need two - three mature, self-motivated, responsible adults (21 years of age or older) who understand and can
perform duties required for food service operations, cleaning/custodial operations, and minor facilities maintenance during the
Spring and Early Summer of our 2006 season. A major part of the job is to work with the Cook to prepare three healthy meals
per day for 20-90 guests. Familiarity with Food Service equipment, ingredients, and processes is preferred. A list of duties is
attached.

Other duties include, but are not limited to, performing kitchen/pantry/dining area cleaning and sanitation, opera-
tion of a commercial dishwasher, re-stocking dishes, food, & supplies, transfer of supplies from delivery door to storage racks,
and assisting in maintenance and custodial tasks in all of the Center’s facilities. The staff are expected to work together as a
team, to learn from each other, to teach each other, to respect each other, and, finally, to obey all Food Safety and Health De-
partment regulations.

Staff are needed for weekend retreats booked in early May and June 2006. Weekend work begins Friday afternoon
and ends late Sunday afternoon, after the Center guest areas and food preparation areas are cleaned for the next retreat group.
The Conference Center Manager schedules all work days, work hours, days off, and work assignments. Staff living on-site are
responsible for house-cleaning in the Staff Residence Building.

We would like to hire two or three Assistants for these late Spring and early June time periods. Compensation typi-
cally includes Salary, On-site lodging for early hires, and some meals (i.e., staff get meals when they are scheduled to prepare
guest meals). Official Personnel Manager for the Christian Church Conference Center:

Rev. Lari Grubbs, Regional Minister, CC-CA Regional Office, 11501 Georgia Avenue, Suite 400, Wheaton MD
20902, Phone: 301-942-8266 Fax: 301-942-8366 E-mail Address: Igrubbs@cccadisciples.org

DISCIPLE MEN’S PANCAKE DAY

Any Disciples Men’s group who needs information about Disciple Men’s Pancake Day, please call the
Regional Office. This is an annual fund raiser for mission which Disciples Men have been hosting for a
number of years. The traditional date is March 18, 2006. The offering goes to help youth and funds
raised this year will be available for next year. Grants are given to support projects where men are helping
children.

In an era of split households, many of our children are very needy for the attention of men of-
fered in appropriate ways that are constructive in the lives of the children. This is a good project to get a
men’s group started in your congregation.
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Robert Welsh
Our General Ministry Partner

Each issue of the Capital Area Christian, we will be trying to have an article from our General (Unit) Ministry Partner.

Dear Friends of Christian Unity,

As we come to the end of 2005 | wanted to share three quick items:

First, over the past months in talking about Christian unity | have increasingly been affirming an important point that is often
overlooked or neglected: that is, unity is not for its own sake, but for the sake and salvation of a world that desperately longs
for signs of reconciliation, peace and harmony among peoples and nations. And here is what is often missed: unity is finally a
witness to the glory of God; we glorify God in our quest for the unity of the Church and oneness in Christ. (Read Jesus' prayer
in John 17, verses 21-22)

Second, there are some really excellent resources that have been prepared for the 2006 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
(January 18-25). | hope you will encourage your congregation and/or community to celebrate this year's Week of Prayer which
is devoted to seeking peace and reconciliation in our society and world "Wherever two or three are gathered.”

(See http://www.geii.org/WPCU%202006/wpcu%202006.htm)

And third, many of you have already made a year-end contribution to the Council on Christian Unity in support of this important
ministry within the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and within the wider ecumenical movement. Congregational giving to
our church's common mission fund is significantly down this year, which means that the CCU is facing a serious deficit for the
first time since | became president in 1999. If you can make a gift, please send your check to the "Council on Christian Unity"
at P.O. Box 1986, Indianapolis, IN 46206. THANKS!

With best wishes and may God's blessings be with each of you in the New Year,

Robert K. Welsh

Council on Christian Unity
317.713.2585
317.713.2588 (Fax)

TRUSTEE RUIZ STEPS DOWN

John Ruiz, Chair of the Capital Area Regional Trustees, had to step down as a Trus-
tee. He broke both bones in his left leg and he needs more surgery to heal properly.

Because the Trustees are working on so many things, John felt it best to resign.

The Nominating committee asked Robert W. Perry to fill the position as Chair of the

Trustees. This was approved at the November Board meeting.
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CCCA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2006

Jan 2
Jan7
Jan 8

Jan 9
Jan 12
Jan 15

Jan 18-20
Jan 21
Jan 21-2
Jan 22

Jan 24
Jan 26

CCCA Office Closed
Pilgrimage Christian Church Mortgage Burning
N Chevy Chase — Adult Forum on Reconciliation — Regional Minister — 9:30 am
Pilgrimage Christian Church Mortgage Burning Concert
Lari speak on future of church - Chapel at Leisureworld — 8:00 am
Interfaith Conference - 8:00-10:00 am
National City CC — Worship
Interfaith Service for Dr. Martin Luther King — Israel Baptist Church— 3:00 pm
Congregational Transformational Summit — Arlington, TX
Regional Board Meeting— Ft. Washington CC- 9:00 am
RYC Event — University CC — 7:00 pm — 10:00 am
Installation of Doug Clark, Interim — University CC —
Ordination of Yvonne Gilmore — Michigan park CC — 3:00 pm
Leadership Training — Rockville CC — 6:30 pm
Meeting in Richmond - 11:00 am

Jan 27-Feb 1 Lari on Vacation

Feb 2 Commission for Ministry — Heritage CC — 10:00 am

Feb 5 Installation of Elizabeth Pass — Springfield CC — 2:00 pm

Feb 6-8 General Commission on Ministry — Indianapolis

Feb 12 Installation of Joan Bell Haynes — United Christian Parish, Reston —4:00 pm
Feb 13-5 LTS Regional Minister’s Event — Lexington, KY

Feb 18 Nominating Committee Meeting — RO — 9:00 am

Feb 189 RYC Event - FCC Falls Church — 7:00 pm

Feb 27 Regional Minister PRC — Rockville CC — 7:00 pm

Mar 2 Commission for Ministry — Heritage CC — 10:00 am

Mar 8 Assembly Planning Exec Comm — Christian Temple - 11:30 am

Mar 11 CCCA Salt and Light Event — National City CC - 8:00 am

Mar 13-14 Mission Funding Task Force — Indianapolis

Mar 21-23 NIRF meeting — Pennsylvania

Mar 25 CCCA PROGRAM CABINET meeting — 9:00 am

Mar 31-Apr2 OPEN BETHANY BEACH - Bethany Beach Conf Center
May 13 Regional Picnic at Bethany Beach Conference Center

May 20 CCCA Director/Counselor Training — Wilson Blvd CC - 9:00 am
Oct 2021  Regional Assembly — Sheraton Hotel Towson, MD




